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"Failing to Heed God's Call” Part 2
Let us pray …

Today’s subject, “Failing to Heed God's Call” Part 2 is timely in that there may be those who want to be saved but are failing to heed God’s call. We are running out of time to prepare for what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise.
Let us pray …

Last week in part 1 we studied how God had called Abraham to come out of Babylon, which was a land of false gods and images. He was called the first Hebrew which meant coming from beyond the river Euphrates. God was directing him to the land of Canaan.

Today we are to be true Hebrews. We are to come all the way out of Babylon with all its false gods and false doctrines. We must come from beyond the river Euphrates which represents everything worldly. It must be a total separation from Babylon and all the churches who are replete with erroneous doctrines and we must heart, mind and soul crossover the River Euphrates with Babylon far from us, which many SDA’s are unwilling to do.
Let us turn to Numbers 20:14-21 “And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, Thus saith thy brother Israel, Thou knowest all the travail that hath befallen us:  How our fathers went down into Egypt, and we have dwelt in Egypt a long time; and the Egyptians vexed us, and our fathers:  And when we cried unto the LORD, he heard our voice, and sent an angel, and hath brought us forth out of Egypt: and, behold, we [are] in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy border:  Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country: we will not pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, neither will we drink [of] the water of the wells: we will go by the king's [high] way, we will not turn to the right hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy borders. And Edom said unto him, Thou shalt not pass by me, lest I come out against thee with the sword.  And the children of Israel said unto him, We will go by the high way: and if I and my cattle drink of thy water, then I will pay for it: I will only, without [doing] any thing [else], go through on my feet.  And he said, Thou shalt not go through. And Edom came out against him with much people, and with a strong hand.  Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border: wherefore Israel turned away from him.”
The Edomites were given their land by God and are the decendants of Esau. They were determined to prevent the Israel from journeying through their land to the land of Canaan. The Edomites represent those people today who want to hinder modern spiritual Israel who are on their way to the heavenly Canaan. We read in Psalm 137:7, 8 “Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Raze [it], raze [it, even] to the foundation thereof. O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy [shall he be], that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us.” The word raze means to demolish or destroy. They had joined the army of Nebuchadnezzar against their brethren the Jews; and that they were main instruments in destroying the walls of Jerusalem even to the ground.
The Edomites are symbolic of those who have joined forces with modern Babylon to hinder the success of God’s people. They would sabotage the efforts of God’s church while pushing their false agenda.

Isaiah 34:5-11 “For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. (Stop - Idumea is the land occupied by the Edomites who were under the curse. All who choose to live in opposition to the will of God are under the curse.) The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, [and] with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. For [it is] the day of the LORD's vengeance, [and] the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion. And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch.  It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever.  But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness.”  The imagery used here describes the destruction of the unsaved at the end of the world.
Numbers 34:1-3 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of Canaan; (this [is] the land that shall fall unto you for an inheritance, [even] the land of Canaan with the coasts thereof:) Then your south quarter shall be from the wilderness of Zin along by the coast of Edom, and your south border shall be the outmost coast of the salt sea eastward:”

The land of Edom bordered Canaan and served as a boundary line of the promised land. How much was Israel to possess? Deuteronomy 2:4, 5 “And command thou the people, saying, Ye [are] to pass through the coast of your brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in Seir; and they shall be afraid of you: take ye good heed unto yourselves therefore:  Meddle not with them; for I will not give you of their land, no, not so much as a foot breadth; because I have given mount Seir unto Esau [for] a possession.” So we learn that the Edomites are the descendents of Esau and they are not to take even 1 inch of their land. 

Malachi 1:4 “Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever.”

Edom’s border is called the border of wickedness where God’s curse is, while Canaan is called the border of Israel where God is to be magnified as that is where God’s blessings are.

What is the lesson for us today? We are not to occupy 1” of the wickedness of this world, for that is where God’s curse is. Remember the 3 word warning Jesus gave us in Luke 17:32 “Remember Lot’s wife.” But sadly so many SDA’s are like Lot’s wife, looking back and beholding the things of Babylon with longing eyes, desiring the false gods and idols, you know, the rock music with the syncopated beat, the movies, the sports and every form of amusement. They swim back across Euphrates to the other side and content themselves in the curse. We need to be on this side of the Euphrates and count everything worldly as strange with no desire for its soul polluting effects.

Exodus 2:15-19 “Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well.  Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew [water], and filled the troughs to water their father's flock.  And the shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock.  And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How [is it that] ye are come so soon to day?  And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew [water] enough for us, and watered the flock.” So the daughters reported an Egyptian helped them, but was Moses an Egyptian? No, he was a Jew. Why did the young ladies think he was an Egyptian? By the way he was dressed.

How many of God’s people today are dressed like Babylon? How many of God’s people today are eating like Babylon? Thinking that all you need to do is pray over the abomination. Brethren, those who have crossed over Euphrates dress and eat differently.

Romans 12:1, 2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” So in the renewing of our minds, our thoughts are affected, which affects the desires of our hearts which in turn affects which side of the Euphrates we want to be on, in soul, mind and body. It then affects what we eat and how we dress, how we talk and how we behave. We are not to have 1 inch of that forbidden land. 
We may not physically attend services in a church in Babylon, but we can be in them by our behavior. So then which God are we serving? The gods of babylon or the God on this side of Euphrates. Why is this important to us? Because if we do not cross over heart, mind and soul; the day is coming that we will become Euphrates. What does it mean to become Euphrates? What does Euphrates represent? The world. 
Turn to Revelation 17:1 “And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:” What do the seven angels have in the seven vials? Revelation 16:1 “And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.” What is the wrath of God? Revelation 15:1 “And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.” So the wrath of God is the seven last plagues.

In Revelation 17:1 we read about the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters. Who is the great whore? Verse 5. “And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” We know that ancient Babylon which was a pagan kingdom, ceased to exist many centuries before Christ. This Mystery Babylon refers to a spiritual Babylon which employs many pagan practices, which we know to be the Papacy and the 1.2 billion member Roman Catholic Church. What is the meaning of the word whore as it relates to the Papacy? In a spiritual sense, whore means that this church has been spiritually unfaithful to Jesus. But it says she is a mother with whores for daughters. This would be all the churches who came out of her and continue to be spiritually unfaithful to Jesus with many of her false doctrines, such as Sunday worship and pagan practices and celebrations.
The great whore that sitteth upon many waters. What does the waters represent? Verse 15, “And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” These 1.2 billion Roman Catholics and over 800 million other Christians are in most nations of the world. Since the clear  majority of the over 2 billion Christians would be considered Sunday keepers, we could say that they are the waters upon which the great whore sitteth. A world-wide Euphrates if you please, that follows and supports the Papacy.
Revelation 18:2 says, “And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” The Papacy is in a fallen condition and all the Protestant Sunday keeping churches have been in a fallen condition since 1844, when they rejected God’s Advent message. Verse 4 says, “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” When God said come out of her my people, did He mean what He said? Is He particular? Is there any harm in visiting the Sunday churches during their Sunday services? The harm is in going against the specific command of God, which constitutes rebellion. God has said, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Did He add that it’s okay to visit? When God said in Leviticus 11:7, 8 “And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he [is] unclean to you. Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they [are] unclean to you.” Did He say that it is okay to have bacon with your eggs on special occasions? No He didn’t and if we do we are rebelling against God and are placing ourselves back in Babylon.
There is no safety in Babylon and we must crossover the Euphrates. If we do not crossover, we will either be on the wrong side of the Euphrates or we will be the Euphrates and we will side with the world. In GC 608 we have this SOP quote:

  “As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them.”  {GC 608.2}   

And this from 5T 463 “The work which the church has failed to do in a time of peace and prosperity she will have to do in a terrible crisis under most discouraging, forbidding circumstances. The warnings that worldly conformity has silenced or withheld must be given under the fiercest opposition from enemies of the faith. And at that time the superficial, conservative class, whose influence has steadily retarded the progress of the work, will renounce the faith and take their stand with its avowed enemies, toward whom their sympathies have long been tending.” {5T 463.2}  In this case when she wrote the superficial, conservative class, she meant those who retarded the progress of the work, those who feel the message is too strong.

“These apostates will then manifest the most bitter enmity, doing all in their power to oppress and malign their former brethren, and to excite indignation against them. This day is just before us. The members of the church will individually be tested and proved. They will be placed in circumstances where they will be forced to bear witness for the truth. Many will be called to speak before councils and in courts of justice, perhaps separately and alone. The experience which would have helped them in this emergency they have neglected to obtain, and their souls are burdened with remorse for wasted opportunities and neglected privileges.” {5T 463.2}  
If we do not come all the way out of Babylon now, if we do not cross over Euphrates now, we will become the Euphrates. We can’t take this matter lightly as probation for Seventh-day Adventists will end before it does for the world. Some say the “Little Time of Trouble” may be a matter of a couple to a few months, some have said weeks, but at a certain point probation for the world will have ended. Every decision for eternity has been made. The great time of trouble will have begun with the outpouring of the seven last plagues.
Notice the 6th plague found in Revelation 16:12, “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.” Some say the drying up of the Euphrates is the world-wide means of support for the Papacy is cut off, but I think there is even yet a deeper meaning. Look, the world has been enduring five previous plagues, all in rapid succession and it is a fact now that the Vatican is in control of the world-wide banking industry as well as most of the giant corporations, so I don’t think it is monetary support she is lacking.
Let’s read it again, “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.” The great river Euphrates; and the water drying up are the worldly people with the mark of the beast that have not died in any of the previous plagues. The time will be most frightful for the lost. Look at the rest of the verse, “… that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.” 
Scriptural speculators have suggested that this could be the 200 million man army of China marching across a dry Euphrates river bed and have missed the point completely.

The second coming of Jesus will occur during the seventh plague which will include a great hailstorm and tremendous earthquake. We know that all heaven will be emptied as all the angels of God, Jesus and God the Father have all come for the redeemed of all the ages. Now listen to this quote from Counsels for the Church page 33:
 “Soon our eyes were drawn to the east, for a small black cloud had appeared, about half as large as a man's hand, which we all knew was the sign of the Son of man. We all in solemn silence gazed on the cloud as it drew nearer, and became lighter, glorious, and still more glorious, till it was a great white cloud.” {Counsels for the Church 33.3} So the kings of the east are the Father and His Son Jesus and the preparation in the 6th plague is for the Second coming during the 7th plague.
So what are these three calls we have been discussing last week and this Sabbath? Call #1. The Call God gave Abraham to come out of Babylon and to establish the people of God in the land of Caanan; Call #2. Because of apostasy and the wicked sins of King Manasseh, many Israelites had to endure a 70 year captivity in Babylon. At the end of the captivity, the Call God gave was to come out of Babylon, returning to the land of Caanan and rebuilding the temple and the city, then to be a shining light to the nations. Call #3 is a final generation call to all the world, to come out of Babylon and become a part of God’s remnant people who are preparing to enter the heavenly Canaan.
The call for Seventh-day Adventists to come out of Babylon is happening now. Those who give NO heed to the scriptures and the wonderful counsels of the Spirit of Prophecy in regards to dress reform; and those who are not giving heed to the counsels pertaining to health reform, diet and exercise; and those who are not giving heed to the counsels regarding amusements, sports, theater, unprofitable TV and all the other little gods of Babylon are showing that the world is who they serve, for no man can serve two masters. When Abraham fled Ur of the Chaldees, he went as far as Haran, but he was only halfway out of Babylon. When we are choosing to continue loving what the world loves while playing church, we are only halfway out of Babylon, we are in the Euphrates. When God gave Jesus to win our salvation, He gave His all, and therefore He expects nothing less from us. We cannot serve God and Mammon. We are either 100% His or we are self-deceived.
If you have heard nothing else today, then please listen carefully to this final quote from Maranatha Page 82.5 “One wrong trait of character, one sinful desire cherished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel.... The pains of duty and the pleasures of sin are the cords with which Satan binds men in his snares. Those who would rather die than perform a wrong act are the only ones who will be found faithful.”  {Mar 82.5}  I’m not sure you heard that last sentence so it bears repeating, “Those who would rather die than perform a wrong act are the only ones who will be found faithful.”  Think about it. Is that describing your Christian experience?

Let us pray…
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